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Issue No: 221/19

Wednesday 28th August, 2018 - The Dunedoo District Diary 13 .

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor,

DOCTOR CRISIS DUNEDOO

[ write respecting the crifical and widely held
concerns at Dunedeo regarding the failure of
the Hedlth System to ensure cn approgriate ond
assured availability of Medical Practifioners here.

Those concerns arose and have been held
for some months. The situation has worsened.
It would not appear the concerns are being
addressed or reversed. Community concerns and
lack of confiderice in the.foiled system has never
been higher and is quite shameful.

|tis proper o firstlook ot fhe recent events and
history of GP's here.

Dr Hopwood provided stability and assurance
o his patients for sorne 24 years from his Digilah
Street surgery.

Meanfima, the then incumbent GP in situ with
Wastern Health practised frem ond serviced the
Mulfipurpose Service (Hospital). Some threé years
posthat orrangements were ferminated. Western
Health in a blaze of publicity and good infent told
us all that Cenfre would confinue fo be servicad on
a permanent ongaing basis, herefore o thatfime
allaying the concerns of this community, History
has shown this has rot occurred. It was originally
intended and indeed evolved that a Locum GP
would service the Centre for varying periods
determined by availability and wilingness. Mot
surprisingly that undertaking has broken down
in recent fimes fo the degree it is non-existent
and consider if you will the additional demands

and stress it surely places on an otherwise most

compelent nursing staff. } is not right or proper
for siaff fo be regularly exposed in the absence of
a GP. In my view the catalyst of our problems s in
the failure of Western Health to maintuin o GP at
the MPS. The system is dysfunciional and a "Mish
Mash” of GP's,

It fails to establish a relafionship and ligison
which brings assurance and inereased familiarity
providing a fundamental right and expeciation to
have access fo o GP.

What we have is mediogity. It has become the
accepted norm. The problem you walk pagtis the
one which remains. Qur commurity can getwhat
they seek through endeaveur ond mofivafion.
We must not accept mediocity but rather strive
to ensure we receive o standard of constant
medical services which is our right and equal to
that elsewhere.

We are after dl a modern age Country, one
of the most dynamic, smarfest and wealihiast
democradies in the world. At least, that is what we
are fold.

Yet something os cruciol as the presence
and fetention of a GP in a highly viable long-
established country location of some 1500
residents overall is not happening. That despite
the previous assurance and underioking that
a GP would be available of the MPS. Western
Health and the Minister of Health has miserably
failed us.

It is interesting to reflect that the first GP at
Dunedoo practised from 1910, A further 19
have done so since meaning a siay on average

of some 5 and o nalf years, If only that could

happen today.
1 have refrained from comment respecting the

private pracfise in Wargundy Street, The percepfion
exists the service from there has been fess than idedl.
It is highly iregular with o heavy recent emphasis
on “drop in” GP's. Here foday, gone fomorrow,
wish varying hours end doys of operafions, It s
hardly engenders corfidence. Then it hos been
further comprised bythe absence for good persondl
reason of the focal female GP.

It is inferesting that for a considerable period
now Coolah has 3 GP's. One in private practice
in Binni Street and two ot the hosgital. What are

" we doing wrong? Recently many accounts have

fltered of long-ime difizens who have contributed
much being required fo be hospﬁuhsed or receive
freotment at adjacent fadilifies when ordinarily
they would have remcined here has a GP been

aveilable, It seems we have an ageing population,

greater needs and fewer opfions.

How do you fesl about sleeping fonight in the
knowledge we do nothave a GF here sharing the
same experience? ;

So, whadt is the solution? The local Heclih
Advisory Council seemingly has quesfions
to answer. What are they presiding over? A
shambolic sitvation. Do they share the concerns
of this community or are they cblivious fo if?

Are they complict with Wesiern Health
administrafion? What endeavours or overtures
have they made recently to address a glaring
issus? What communicaiion have ﬂ'\ey provided
fo this community? '

Then we move to Mr Roy Bufler, MLA,
Local Member for Barwori” since 18th March.
A massive geographical electorate embracing
many disadvanioged cenires west of the
Newell Highway. Various of those cenires have
tradifionally ever the yeors'. experienced grave
problems in adequately providing GP's and
health workers, That problem is not only commeon
to Health, Mr Butler surely has a posifion where
he can confront and have the ear of the Minister.

On the &h of June 2019, | had a lengthy
telephane conversafion with the MLA's Secrefary
out of his Narrabri office. | expounded my views
re Hedlth issues here. Some weeks later, she
advised me he wos taking the issues fo the Healh
Minister, further, | would be advised in wrifing, |
have had no further contact.

| reason Mr Bufler may be of the crossroads.
Has he been properly briefed? Does he share
the concerns of this community? If so, what is he
doing obout it2 One wonders if he had a gool
of achievernents when he came to Office. If so,
none could have been so noble as fo ensure
those cenires in his electorate crying out for the
permanent placement of GP’s were so provided.
imagine the impetus he would gain.

| have views regarding incenfives such ds
increased financial support and  community
consultative forums {in certain defined dusters),
the latter supporied by say Mr Butler in an ex-
officio role. More abouthat another fime perhaps
as spoce may be on issue. '

I would hope many mey share my concerns. |
believe wa have to move forward; nothing comes
from nothing. fyou care fo confact me even if you
have an alternafive view. Please do so on 0473
087104, This is serious business.’

Wagrren Bull

 Murphy Partners
now incorporated in

Clarke and Cunningham
Your local solicitors
Iohn McCaffrey & Pam Maclean

Consultatmn by Appomtment
Ph: 6842 1455
Fax: 6842 2101

admin@clarkeandcunningham.com.au

Email:

GERONIMO
Farm Equipment

DUBBO “A Local Company with Global Vision™
NEW & USED SALES
SERVICE & SPARE PARTS

120 YEARS COMBINED EXPERIENCE IN AGRICULTURE

Cnr Newell Highway & Troy Bridge Rd, Dubbo NSW 2830
Phone 68268600 Fax 68816056

Mobile 0429 423369
Email: dubboparts@geronimo.cdm.au
ABN 19120108(_516

CARPET CLEANING
Domestic & Conimercial

» Steam Cleaning

» Upholstery

« Suede Leather Cleaning
« Car Upholstery

» Mattresses
{We remove dusfmites)

For friendly & prompt service
call Herbie’s for a quoie on

0409 658071

www.herbiescarpet.com




